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MOnica KrieTe
above: President S. Georgia nugent struts down the makeshift catwalk in the Black Box 
Theater during the Love Your Body Day Fashion Show, sponsored by the crozier center for 
Women, on Wednesday, Oct. 15. “it’s a very fun event,” nugent said. “i think it’s a great idea 
for there to be a sense that you should just be proud of who you are.”  
after Professor of Psychology Michael Levine introduced the event by speaking about 
the importance of body acceptance and the failure of the “war on obesity,” approximately 20 
“models” sashayed down the runway in their favorite outfits. after the show and a performance 
by the Dance Team, event organizers Lauren Zurbrugg ’09 and Becca roth ’10 invited audi-
ence members to walk the runway as well. 
“i’m really happy to see everyone’s body celebrated,” emma Farnsworth ‘11 said. 
—Monica Kriete
Love Your Body
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early voters avoid 
election Day lines 
see Voting, page 3
BY eLiZaBeTh BernSTein
Staff Writer
Many students are choosing 
to vote early rather than wait until 
election Day in order to ensure 
that their votes are counted, fol-
lowing numerous voting issues in 
Gambier during the 2004 presi-
dential contest.  
The Knox county Board of 
elections estimates that 2,500 
voters  have a lready cast  their 
ballots. 
This is the first Presidential 
election that offers early voting , 
which allows voters to cast their 
ballot up to 35 days before nov. 
4.
“Ohio tried out early vot-
ing in 2006 and found it worked 
incredibly well in the sense that 
it decreased wait times on elec-
tion day and made poll workers’ 
lives easier by spreading the work 
load out over a number of weeks,” 
a representative of the Obama 
campaign said. “it also allows vot-
ers ample opportunity to get out 
and vote, as opposed to a 13-hour 
window on election Day.” 
The Ohio GOP was seeking 
an injunction that would ban 
early voting and restrict absentee 
voting in Ohio, but its efforts 
were struck down by the Ohio 
Supreme court two weeks ago. 
according to the representa-
tive, while early voting does not 
favor one candidate or another, 
it does give inner-city and young 
voters more time to vote. These 
voters tend to vote democrati-
cally, so Barack Obama stands to 
gain votes. 
an overlap between the voter 
registration and early voting peri-
ods allowed a six-day window in 
which voters were able to register 
and vote at the same time. 
according to natalie Klapper 
’12, this made the voting process 
much easier. 
“i ’d made a mistake when 
registering in Ohio, but i was 
able to reregister right there and 
State liquor officials visit campus
see Alcohol, page 3
BY aLexanDra KirSch
Staff Writer
Ohio state liquor officials have 
periodically travelled to campus 
and local establishments to enforce 
state liquor laws and regulations, 
and these inspections may be con-
ducted at any time.  
Though officials have not 
been investigating or entering 
college residences, Kenyon holds 
a liquor license that gives officials 
the ability to enforce regulations 
on campus. The officials issued 
citations to students at Summer 
Sendoff last year, and they are 
expected to continue to have a 
presence in Gambier. 
according to Director of 
campus Safety Bob hooper, Vil-
lage residents complained to the 
Sheriff ’s office about students’ ac-
tivities and actions during Sendoff, 
and the Sheriff ’s office notified the 
state authorities. The officials did 
not cross onto campus property, 
remaining north of Wiggin Street 
on the part of Middle Path that is 
public property. hooper said the 
officials cited a couple of students 
for carrying open containers onto 
public property. 
“On that day, i think students 
have the thought process that it is 
just an open day that rules don’t 
apply [to], and that they can go 
anywhere when they can’t,” hooper 
said. “When [the officials] came 
here it got the message out. it did 
not take too long after a couple 
students were cited that everybody 
just stayed south.” 
“i think it is good that they had 
a presence during Summer Sendoff, 
because it limited the activities to 
south campus, keeping students 
safer,” elyssa Davis ’10 said.
State officials have appeared at 
local bars and establishments that 
hold liquor licenses and serve or sell 
alcohol to ensure they are abiding 
by liquor laws regarding carding, 
selling to minors and over-serving 
patrons. according to Bob hooper, 
state officials have been at the Vil-
lage inn, the Gambier Grill and the 
Village Market. 
hooper said the officials have 
not entered campus residences or 
campus property to enforce regu-
lations. according to hooper, the 
college holds a valid liquor license 
for the Peirce Pub and events that 
serve alcohol, such as dinners with 
the President. 
 “Usually [officials] do not 
enter residence halls,” hooper said. 
“They would have to have some-
thing pretty solid before entering a 
residence hall, and then they aren’t 
really going to know where to go 
without us.” 
Many students express fear and 
concern regarding the possibility of 
liquor officials on campus or enter-
“Propoganda” film 
mailed to community
see ProPogAndA, page 2
BY MariKa GarLanD
Staff Writer
Within the last few weeks, 
s e vera l  s tu d ents  an d  f a c u lt y 
members have received copies of 
the DVD “Obsession: radical 
islam’s War against the West” 
in their mailboxes. according 
to Professor of religious Stud-
ies Vernon Schubel, the clarion 
Foundation, a right-wing organi-
zation, has distributed 28 million 
copies of the DVD nationwide.  
Student coordinator for the 
Spiritual advisors Tom Lewis ’09 
and other Spiritual advisers and 
Discrimination advisers, how-
ever, are working to combat the 
ideas “Obsession” presents. 
Lewis said that any students 
who receive copies of this DVD 
can turn them in to boxes located 
in Peirce hall, Olin atrium, the 
Bookstore and Gund commons. 
if they receive enough copies, 
Lewis said that the Spiritual ad-
visors hope to use them to make 
a sculpture of a peace sign. 
So far,  no one has turned 
in a copy of “Obsession.” Lewis 
said he hopes that this is because 
“Kenyon students know better” 
and threw them away before the 
collection boxes were available. 
Lewis said that everyone he has 
talked to who received a copy has 
either thrown it away or watched 
it only out of curiosity. 
Taylor Somers ’12 said that 
if he received a copy he would 
“probably watch it and laugh at 
it because the idea that there’s 
this massive Muslim population 
waiting to spring up and attack 
america is just so absurd.” 
“i don’t think i would have 
any interest in watching it,” na-
than crist ’12 said. “it’s a really 
biased source, and it’s foolish to 
base your opinion of Muslims 
on this.”
“i probably wouldn’t watch 
it, but maybe i’d pop it in for a 
second just to see what it’s like,” 
robert Wallace ’12 said. “i ’m 
sure it’s stupid and horrible.”
“Obsession,” Schubel said, 
“creates the notion that there’s 
this very monolithic anti-ameri-
can, anti-western, anti-Jewish 
Muslim world.” This message can 
be dangerous, he said, for those 
who do not know any Muslims, 
or who know little of islam and 
its history.
according to Schubel, the 
film is convincing because it is 
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October 8, 2008 — October 14, 2008
Oct. 9, 1:a.m. — Unregistered gathering at New Apartments. 
Residents advised of rules concerning week night parties.
Oct. 9, :18a.m.  — Vandalism/window broken at Manning 
Hall.
Oct. 9, 6:4a.m. — Ill intoxicated underage student on Middle 
Path.  Student transported to residence and roommate will watch 
student.
Oct. 9, 1:1p.m. — Vehicle accident on SR 229 – no students 
involved.
Oct. 9, 10:58p.m. — Medical call regarding injured student at 
Leonard Hall.  Injury was cleaned.
Oct. 10, 7:08a.m. — Vandalism/Card reader removed from door 
at Caples Residence.
Oct. 10, 7:5a.m. — Vandalism/card reader torn off door at 
Caples Residence.
Oct. 10, 10:0a.m. — Vandalism/ceiling lights poked out at 
Mather Residence.
Oct. 11, 5:16p.m. — Drugs/paraphernalia at Hanna pit.
Oct. 1, 7:1p.m. — Theft of banner from apartment at Bexley 
Place.
Village Record
Propoganda: Spiritual Advisors 
set up collection boxes for DVDs
“extremely skillfully edited” and 
“picks only those voices that back 
up its opinion.”
Schubel called the film “a 
very sophisticated piece of propa-
ganda” with a “clear attempt to in-
fluence the election.” The Clarion 
Foundation supports John Mc-
Cain, according to Schubel. 
While  Wa l lace  ca l le d  the 
makers  of  “Obsession” “unin-
formed idiots,” he also said that 
“there are idiots on both sides, but 
it’s their right to have an opinion. 
Free speech has to come first.”
Schubel said that “Obsession” 
is also dangerous in that “most of 
the people who are interviewed 
are not actually specialists in the 
Islamic world” and it “never gives 
historical context.” 
Watching “Obsession,” Crist 
s a i d ,  “wo u l d n’t  re a l l y  a f f e c t 
opinions to a great extent,” but 
for people who are already anti-
Muslim, “maybe it could push 
them over the edge.”
“Muslims have the same di-
versity of opinions with regard to 
politics and the nature of what it 
is to be a religious person as you 
find in Christianity and Judaism,” 
Schubel said. “The tiny minority 
of Muslims who have engaged in 
acts of violence against America 
and its  a l l ies is  a drop in the 
ocean of the community of Mus-
lims in the world.” 
From page 1
Voting: Shuttles bring 
voters to the polls
they helped me out by looking in 
the computers to make sure all 
of my information was correct,” 
Klapper said. 
The Obama campaign, in 
conjunction with Kenyon Stu-
dents for Obama, has been orga-
nizing shuttles to the Board of 
Elections from Peirce Hall in or-
der to make voting as convenient 
as possible for students. 
According to Richard Freund 
’11, organizer of the Kenyon 
From page 1
“For anyone,” Wallace said, 
“extremism is the problem—not 
religion. Any extreme view is a 
bad view.”
“I think it’s really unfortu-
nate that people waste time and 
effort producing this rubbish,” 
Somers said.
In “A Note to the Kenyon 
Community,” Director of Equal 
Opportunity Jason Tanenbaum 
suggested that students “consider 
writing a letter to the [Colum-
bus] Dispatch condemning this 
type of hatred” and express their 
“so l idari t y  with  our  Musl im 
brothers and sisters, as well as 
any other people who experi-
ence discrimination on a regular 
basis.”
Votes event, the whole process takes 
about 30 minutes. 
“Early voting is basically absen-
tee voting,” Freund said. “You fill it 
out for Mount Vernon and you turn 
it in to Mount Vernon. Your vote 
goes directly into a ballot box and 
you can see it go in and you know 
that your vote gets counted.”
Registered voters can cast their 
ballots at the Knox County Board 
of Elections, located at 117 East 
High Street in Mount Vernon.  The 
Board of Elections will also be open 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 for voting. 
Illustration by Ellie Jabbour
“The early bird gets the vote” 
bers,  “which I  thoug ht was a 
great way to head off some of 
these problems through direct 
contact,” Hooper said. 
“I was happy there were com-
munity members there; I thought 
that was the most beneficial part 
of the meeting ,” Salzberg said. 
However, she said students had 
not been told that Village resi-
dents would be in attendance.  
In light of the recent wave 
of campus and off campus thefts, 
at the meeting , Knox County 
Sheriff David Barber introduced 
himself to the students.
According to Dugas, one of 
the major goals for the meeting 
was to “let the students know 
who their resources are.” 
Hooper said the College’s 
“first  response to the V il lag e 
residents is that they need to call 
the sheriff ’s department.” 
Dugas said that some stu-
dents “assume that Campus Safe-
ty will be able to be there to help” 
if there is a problem. “Campus 
Safety will assist [the off-campus 
students], but their time is sup-
posed to be spent on the 1000 
acres of Kenyon,” she said.  
Res-Life also used the meet-
ing to define its role in helping 
students living off-campus, ac-
cording to Dugas. 
Sa l zb erg  sa id  she  th in k s 
Milk Cartons residents have kept 
the meeting in mind, and that the 
neighbors appreciated it, but that 
“it could have been much, much 
more effective had it been more 
professionally handled.”  
 “In today’s day and age, no 
one walks around with a warm 
apple pie and says ‘Hey, welcome 
to the neighborhood,’” Dugas 
said. 
Students living in off-campus 
housing met for an annual meet-
ing with College staff members 
and Gambier residents on Sep-
tember 21 to discuss “how to be 
a good neighbor,” according to 
Assistant Dean of Students for 
Housing and Residential  Life 
Alicia Dugas. 
D u g a s 
said that some 
Gambier resi-
d e n t s  “ h a v e 
had complaints 
about different 
campus situa-
tions” and that 
t h e  m e e t i n g 
started off in a 
negative tone.   
“Unfortu-
nately,  I  think we got started 
on some of the issues that the 
Gambier residents were really 
feeling— in terms of the garbage, 
the parties, the noise, the cuss 
words—it set kind of a negative 
tone for the meeting.” 
Anna Salzberg ’09, a resident 
of the Duff Street Apartments, 
or the Milk Cartons, said the 
meeting included students from 
all off-campus residences, but it 
felt as though it were directed 
solely at Milk Cartons residents. 
“For all of the examples of things 
you shouldn’t do, Milk Cartons 
was the example that they used,” 
she said.  “ The way the meet-
ing went…it felt to us that Milk 
Cartons was brought up quite 
excessively.” 
Salzberg said students raised 
their hands to ask whether it was 
a meeting about off-campus hous-
BY AUGUST STEIGMEYER
Staff Writer
ing or a meeting about the Milk 
Cartons.  
Some students at the meet-
ing had never hosted a party and 
were not planning on it, accord-
ing to Dugas. “[They] were sit-
ting there saying ‘why do I have 
to hear this, this isn’t me at all,’” 
Dugas said. 
“ Then we had some other 
students who felt a little bit at-
tacked because 
they had hosted 
parties,” Dugas 
s a i d .  S h e  s a i d 
that one enraged 
student left the 
room during the 
conversation. 
Village resi-
dents  are  “g et-
ting less  toler-
ant as time goes 
on,” Director of 
Campus Safety Bob Hooper said. 
“A lot are up early to go to work, 
so I think the level of tolerance 
is starting to decrease.  I think 
people are tired of the trash in 
their yards.” 
“ There were serious com-
plaints about what was going on 
and I’m glad they got said, but 
I think some people felt under 
attack,” Dugas said. 
Salzberg sa id she felt  the 
meeting “turned into an etiquette 
lesson.”  
The discussion was mainly 
focused on how off-campus par-
ties affect the community around 
them, and the conversation was 
directed at “what can be done 
to partner with the students and 
Gambier residents to better live 
off campus,” Dugas said.  
Students and Village resi-
dents exchanged contact num-
Off-campus students discuss parties, 
noise with Village residents
To report a campus bias incident, please contact a 
Discrimination Advisor or submit the anonymous form 
at www.kenyon.edu/equalopportunity.
[Village residents] 
are  get t ing less 
tolerant as t ime 
goes on
- Bob Hooper
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Alcohol: Officers issue 
citations to students
ing campus residences. 
“Liquor officials coming onto 
campus property seems like an 
encroachment,” 
Davis said. “I un-
derstand them 
enforcing rules 
on public prop-
erty, though. If 
they came onto 
campus, it would 
b e  l i k e  t h e m 
coming into your 
house and asking 
you if you had al-
cohol.” 
Hooper said Campus Safety 
does not know when the inspec-
tions occur. Campus Safety is not 
alerted beforehand, and the offi-
cials do not need to check in with 
Campus Safety. 
State liquor officials are sched-
uled to come to campus to teach 
students about laws, regulations and 
safety during educational programs 
throughout the 
year, according 
to Hooper. 
“I wish that 
their presence 
was more about 
education and 
safety than get-
ting people in 
trouble,” Kate 
M c L e a n  ’ 1 1 
said. “It seems 
l i k e  d u r i n g 
Summer Sendoff, they focused 
more on citing students rather than 
making campus safer, and I hope 
their presence doesn’t extend into 
campus residences and parties.” 
From page 1
Above: Congressman Zack Space (D-OH 18) addresses students in Gund Commons 
Game Room on Wednesday, Oct. 15. 
Space campaign volunteer and Kenyon alumnus Will Harwood ’08, Kenyon College 
Democrats President Hannah Posner ’10, candidate for State Representative Duane Grass-
baugh and Obama campaign volunteer Jake Smith addressed the audience prior to Space’s 
appearance. Space, who had just arrived from Washington, D.C., spoke about what he feels 
is “at stake” in the upcoming election, particularly regarding the economy and education. 
After his remarks, Space took questions from audience members regarding his committee 
work in Congress, the newly passed economic bailout bill and his Kenyon education.
    
—Monica Kriete
Congressman at Kenyon
night before midnight, probably 
“the weekend before the 26th.” 
The victim had been walking back 
to her dorm from the library late 
that Sunday nig ht.   Robinson 
said that the assailant smelled like 
alcohol and added that the victim 
does not feel that the assailant’s 
state had anything to do with 
the Gambier Grill because it was 
closed at the time of the attack. 
“The incident was not report-
ed by the student until some days 
after it had occurred,” Robinson 
said, “as she was afraid to report 
it, [and she was] worried about 
remaining anonymous. 
Robinson said the victim was 
not willing to discuss the nature of 
the assault.  
At the time of our publica-
tion, no arrests have been made 
and no potential assailant has 
been identified.  
I sat down with Dean of Stu-
dents Tammy Gocial and Michele 
Robinson ’09 to discuss an article 
the Collegian  published about 
a recent sexual assault (“Female 
student allegedly assaulted,” Oct. 
2, 2008). Robinson, whom the 
victim asked to represent her, said 
that the victim found the article’s 
report to be inaccurate. 
According to Robinson, the 
assailant appeared to be between 
his mid-30s or early 40s. He was 
“certainly no older than 45,” Rob-
inson said.  
According to Gocia l ,  the 
assailant was in his 40s or 50s. 
G ocia l  sa id she re ceive d this 
information from a friend of the 
victim who had filed a report with 
Gocial.  
By LeSLIe PARSOnS
Editor-in-Chief
Robinson said that the as-
sault did not take place on the 
portion of the walking path be-
tween the Bank of Gambier and 
the Crozier Center for Women, 
as Director of Campus Safety 
Bob Hooper had told the Col-
legian. According to Robinson, 
the assault occurred on the path 
b et we en the  ea st  s ide  of  the 
Gambier Grill and the Gambier 
Grill Apartments, many feet away 
from the blue light phone that sits 
farther south on the path. 
“My friend did consider us-
ing a blue phone,” Robinson said, 
“but … she did not have time to 
get to it and was so upset after the 
incident that she returned home 
to her dorm without thinking 
to call.” 
According to Robinson, the 
assault did not take place on Sept. 
26th, but instead on a Sunday 
From The editor-in-Chief:
More Information on Recent Sexual Assault
Liquor officials 
coming on to campus 
property seems like 
an encroachment
- Elyssa Davis ’10
Paid Advertisement
LeSLIe PARSOnS
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Friday, October 17, 2008
9:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Opening Session of the Parents Advisory Council (PAC): introductions 
and remarks by President S. Georgia Nugent. Peirce Pub.
10:15 - 11:45 a.m.
Kenyon Parents’ Fund Meeting for all PAC members. Peirce Pub.
12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
PAC committee meetings, open to all parents. Various locations.
2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
Closing session of the PAC: committee reports and concluding 
remarks. Open to all parents. Peirce Pub.
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Reception for families with faculty and President Nugent. Kenyon 
Athletic Center Multi-Activity Court.
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Summer Science Scholars Poster Session. Kenyon Athletic Center 
Room 237.
5:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services followed by reception. Hillel House, 103 West 
Brooklyn Street.
7:00 p.m.
Kokosingers concert. Rosse Hall.
8:00 p.m.
“Threepenny Opera.” Kenyon College Dramatic Club (KCDC) 
production. Bolton Theater. 
8:30 p.m.
Battle of the Bands. Gund Commons Ballroom.
8:30 - 9:30 p.m.
“Fall Night Sky,” with Timothy B. Shutt. Listen to the stories behind 
the constellations. If the weather is cloudy, the event will be cancelled. 
Meet at the BFEC Farmhouse.
10:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Miller Observatory open house. 
 
Saturday,  October 18, 2008
 
9:30 a.m.
Historical tour of the campus led by Tom Stamp ‘73. Meet at the north 
door of the Church of the Holy Spirit.
9:30 a.m.
“Saintly people and despicable deeds: how Kenyon singers were the 
first people in the world to learn the Xhosa hymn “Noya Na?” from 
printed music,” presented by Ben Locke. Brandi Recital Hall.
9:30 a.m.
Election panel presentation. John Fortier, director of the Center 
for the Study of American Democracy, and John Harwood P ’11, 
political correspondent for CNBC and the New York Times, will 
give an analysis of the 2008 presidential race. Philomathesian Hall in 
Ascension Hall.
Family Weekend  
Schedule
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Overview of the Career Development Center, led by 
CDC Director Stew Peckham. Olin Auditorium.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Town meeting with President Nugent and members of 
the senior administration. Higley Auditorium.
1:00 p.m.
Football vs. Oberlin College. McBride Field.
1:00 p.m.
Women’s Soccer vs. Hiram College. Mavec Field.
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
“To Seek a Broader View: Off-Campus Study and 
the Liberal Arts.” A discussion with returning off-
campus study students and Marne Ausec, director of 
international education. Brandi Recital Hall.
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Craft Center Open House. Craft Center, in front of the 
Art Barn.
2:00 p.m.
Kenyon Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert. Rosse 
Hall.
3:30 p.m.
Men’s soccer vs. Wabash College. Mavec Field.
5:30 p.m.
Catholic Mass. Church of the Holy Spirit.
5:30 p.m.
Canterbury dinner for families. Preregistration is 
required. For more information, please contact Rev. Karl 
Stevens (stevensk@kenyon.edu) The home of Karl and 
Amy Stevens, 100 West Woodside Drive.
8:00 p.m.
“Threepenny Opera.” Kenyon College Dramatic Club 
(KCDC) production. Bolton Theater. 
8:30 p.m.
Cabaret concert featuring several student singing groups. 
Rosse Hall.
10:00 p.m.
Mentalist Chris Carter, sponsored by the Social Board.
The show follows the cabaret concert in Rosse.
 
Sunday, October 19, 2008
 
10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist service. Church of the Holy Spirit.
11:00 a.m.
Bagel Brunch. Hillel House, 103 West Brooklyn 
Street.
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Fun with Kenyon hook-ups
BY SARAH CARTER
Guest Columnist
In last week’s article entitled 
“Kenyon hook-ups: you can have 
whatever you like,” it was stated 
quite definitively that Kenyon men 
run the hook-up scene because 
Kenyon women have low self-es-
teem. Not only is this untrue in 
the majority of circumstances, but 
it reinforces our society’s insidious 
sexism. By accepting the low self-
esteem that all women at Kenyon 
are said to experience as an excuse 
for allowing men to dominate our 
hook-up scene, we become com-
plicit in perpetuating the situation. 
And moreover, we destroy the 
possibility of having a great night 
with someone else. If we approach 
hooking up in a defensive, angry 
and guarded manner, how will our 
community ever be able to foster 
healthy, fun relationships?
Picture this: A guy and a girl 
have hooked up twice, Friday and 
Saturday nights. They met up at a 
party, had a few beers and danced 
for a while. They smiled at each 
other on the dance floor, started 
making out and then the girl invited 
the guy back to her room. They had 
sex, and it was good. Probably not 
the best they’ve ever had, because 
sex is never perfect with a new 
partner, but fun. Both had fun. In 
the morning, they lie together and 
chat. The guy goes home, and they 
casually mention meeting up during 
the week. After he leaves, the girl 
takes a shower. She sits down to do 
her homework. Her housemates ask 
her about her night, and she smiles. 
She tells them it was fun.
Who has the power in this rela-
tionship? It’s not clear-cut—just like 
in life. Sex—and hook-ups—do not 
have to be about power. Sometimes 
two people are attracted to each 
other and want to get physical. Sex 
is, after all, a way for humans to 
cement social bonds and to meet 
our need for intimacy. If we decide 
that sex is always about power, this 
means that someone has to give up 
their power to someone else when 
they have sex. This stops sex from 
filling its social need, and instead it 
becomes a tool in reinforcing power 
differentials between people. And 
that is decidedly not fun.
Furthermore, we cannot claim 
that men always hold the power in 
relationships at Kenyon any more 
than we can claim that women 
always do. Power is not directly 
correlated with gender, and saying 
that it is bolsters the sexism that 
lurks far closer to the surface of our 
society than we like to admit. Sure, 
sometimes men hold the power 
in a relationship. But sometimes 
women do. And saying , as last 
week’s columnist did, that women 
at Kenyon always give men power 
in relationships because all women 
here have low self-esteem is sexist. 
Whenever someone, man or woman, 
recognizes and then accepts sexism, 
that simply makes sexism even more 
socially acceptable than it already 
is. Can we really allow our soci-
ety—and our school—to become 
more sexist? 
But ladies, let’s talk about this 
low self-esteem we’re all supposed 
to feel for a moment. Where does it 
come from? Lots of different places 
for everyone, yes, but a huge source 
is social constructions of woman-
hood. We get these from television 
shows, magazines, movies, books, 
our friends, our studies, our families 
and our government. Women’s be-
havior and preferences are thought 
to be so uniform and uncomplicated 
that we are constantly reduced to 
types: the sex addict, the working 
girl, the eternal optimist, et ce-
tera—think “Sex 
and the  Cit y,” 
where the four 
c ha r a c t er s  a re 
supposed to rep-
resent all women. 
It is an unspoken 
rule that women 
are supposed to 
fit happily into 
the molds created for us. Guess 
what: we don’t. And facing our 
own personal differences every day 
can be an extreme challenge, so it’s 
no wonder that many of us feel as 
if we’re doing something wrong. 
If we like the way conforming to 
social molds makes us feel, that’s 
fine, but if we don’t feel like we fit a 
mold, why should we have to force 
ourselves to try and make it work? I 
think we ought to spend more time 
doing the things that make us feel 
good—which, don’t forget, includes 
sex—and work as hard as we can not 
to become frustrated if we don’t fit 
someone else’s idea of what it means 
to be a woman.
Once we feel good about our-
selves, or at least better, then we 
can take on the hook-ups. Kenyon 
men, let’s get something straight. 
You may never, ever have “anything 
you want.” You must always, always 
ask. But that goes for ladies as well. 
Let us remember that at Kenyon, 
we respect each other, and com-
munication is a hallmark of respect. 
Hook-ups can be uncomfortable 
because people often don’t commu-
nicate their needs. Sex ends up “fast, 
awkward and indecisive” because we 
don’t talk about things. Last week, 
our columnist urged us ladies to 
“be assertive”—and this goes for 
gentlemen as well. If something’s 
just not quite doing it for you, tell 
your partner. Say, “It would make 
me feel great…” or “I really love it 
when…” Now you have no excuse 
for not having great sex—or at the 
very least, better sex. 
So, Kenyon, before we decree 
that hook-ups here are perpetrated 
by power-hungry, “douche-bag” guys 
and the drunken girls who “don’t 
even like them,” let’s re-examine the 
choices we make and why we make 
them. Sex is allowed to be fun. And 
it can happen outside of a power re-
lationship, if we let it. If we approach 
hooking up with the attitude that it 
can benefit both parties involved, 
we will create for ourselves a much 
more positive 
hook-up envi-
ronment. Let’s 
also remember 
that no matter 
how unfair or 
disadvantaged 
a situation may 
make us ladies 
feel ,  that’s  no 
reason to shore the sexism that is 
already too prevalent in our society. 
And now I say this to you all with 
the best of intentions: go forth and 
have lots of fun sex, but be respect-
ful, responsible and kind. 
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R e c e n t l y,  t h e  C l a r i o n 
Foundation has been distrib -
uting a  DVD entitle d “Ob -
session: Radical Islam’s 
War Against the West” 
around the world, many 
o f  w h i c h  f o un d  th e ir 
way  into  our  c ommu-
nity (“‘Propoganda’ film 
mailed to community,” 
Oct. 16, 2008). Collec-
t i o n  b oxe s  hav e  b e e n 
s e t  up  a cro ss  camp us , 
and we at the Collegian 
are pleased to see them 
empty.  
We see these empty 
boxes as proof that members 
of this community can deter-
mine what  i s  best  for  them 
without  ne e ding to  be  told 
where they can put this DVD 
with whose views they prob-
ab ly  do  not  a g re e .   And a s 
much as we would like to see 
a post-Modern re-appropria-
tion of the DVDs into a peace 
sign, we think that community 
members found a better place 
for the DVD—the trash. While 
we applaud this effort to avoid 
wastefulness, such a construc-
tion would ultimately lead to 
more exposure for the DVD, 
which we see as an undesirable 
outcome. 
Overwhelmingly, students 
and facult y  a l ike have be en 
unfazed by what came in their 
mail, simply because they know 
where they stand political ly 
and morally and don’t need to 
be watch-dogged by the empty 
collection boxes telling them 
what is the right thing to do.  
We at  the  Col l eg ian ,  a s 
firm believers in free speech, 
agree that to a certain extent 
the Clarion Foundation had 
the right to send out this mail-
ing ,  and we certa inly  won’t 
d i s c r i m i na t e  a g a i n s t  th o s e 
who decide to take the DVD 
seriously instead of making a 
drinking game around it.  
T h e  p o w e r  t o  t e l l  f a c t 
from fiction is a strength that 
members of the Kenyon com-
munity possess, and one that 
is invaluable as Election Day 
draws nearer. Our commercial 
breaks have been taken over 
by one politician or another 
presenting often-biased repre-
sentations of facts, and we have 
to know how to find the truth 
beyond the façade. Some things 
belong in the headlines; others 
simply belong in the trash.
 
Clarion 
DVD not 
worth the 
“obsession”
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Get lucky with 
brutal honesty
by Mike Leskosky
Guest Columnist
Let’s get something straight: i’m 
not an english major here at kenyon 
or anything close to a journalist wor-
thy of having my article published 
in the Collegian because of a deeply 
intriguing or well thought-out argu-
ment regarding some recent political 
issue. i am, however, a junior Psychol-
ogy major with a sub-par cumulative 
GPA who thoroughly enjoys observ-
ing ridiculously intoxicated students’ 
“spit game” on the weekends at lounge 
parties.  i’m going to give you a brief 
analysis of what i feel is the key un-
derlying factor responsible for the 
abundance of sex available on campus, 
just the way it should be given—with 
brutal honesty.   
What are some of the things that 
contribute to an awesome weekend? 
is it an excessive amount of alcohol 
and/or recreational drugs that will 
get you straight twisted all night long? 
How about a brand new tin of Grizzly 
Mint and a few king Cobras?  Maybe 
it’s just the satisfaction of wearing that 
slammin’ new outfit you drove all the 
way to Columbus to pick up earlier 
that day. Whatever your preference 
is, there’s still one thing missing : 
sex. We all want sex. That’s the bot-
tom line, so why not just ask?  every 
saturday night, i witness a decent 
amount of guys and girls putting in 
so much effort and time to charm a 
potential hook-up. At this point i’m 
asking  myself who will be the first to 
ask, “you wanna get out of here?” and 
how long is it going to take?  on the 
other hand, i see an absurd amount of 
individuals meet and greet for roughly 
ten minutes then peace out back to a 
dorm room.   
This semester, progress has been 
made, and students are becoming 
increasingly straightforward. Let’s 
face it: at some point in the night 
when you’re getting your mack on, 
you know whether sex is a possibility 
or not. i say, if you really want it that 
bad, chances are so do they, so cut 
the crap—simply ask and get to it. 
be brutally honest: “yes, i am asking 
you to have sex with me, do you want 
it or not?” in my opinion, this is why 
so many students are hooking up—be-
cause we finally have the balls to come 
out and ask, and it works.
i would like to address one more 
thing with regards to brutal hon-
esty and warn kenyon students of its 
dangers. First, and most important, 
it carries over to sunday mornings. 
Don’t be surprised if you’re walking 
through Peirce the next day and hear 
some chick telling a friend something 
along the lines of “i think i left my 
panties in the basement of Hanna 
again” or some dude being like, “oh, 
yeah, i definitely didn’t use a condom 
last night.” Choose what you want to 
hear, because all it takes is one sun-
day morning comment to drastically 
change your perception of another 
student.  This brings me to my next 
point: don’t be ignorant enough to 
think that no one on campus is going 
to find out about your crazy night, 
especially in a coyote ugly situation. 
The fact is, even if you share your sweet 
story during breakfast about staying 
up all night listening to great music 
and having even better sex, by dinner, 
one of her friends will already have 
filled in the entire kenyon population 
about your erectile dysfunction fol-
lowed by dry humping and eventual 
premature ejaculation. everyone will 
know.   
i would like to conclude with a 
new 2008-2009 academic year slogan: 
brutal honesty. Use and enjoy it, take 
advantage while you can, please use 
protection and let’s all pray that there 
isn’t another scabies outbreak within 
the near future.
by jennA Peskin
Guest Columnist
As we get closer and closer to 
Thanksgiving break, and even to—
dare i say it—finals, one question 
should be on every first year’s mind: 
should i rush a fraternity/sorority? 
The answer: yes. speaking as some-
one who’s not only been through 
rushing, pledging, initiation and yes, 
even deactivation, but has lived to tell 
about it, i feel it’s my duty to inform 
all you new prospective Greeks of the 
pros and cons of kenyon’s Greek life. 
As with any major decision, there are 
pros and cons to both rushing and 
pledging here at kenyon. i’ll do my 
best to hit these major points and 
give you all a brief overview of what 
you have to look forward to in the 
coming semester
Rush week is a great opportuni-
ty for first years, and i highly recom-
mend that everyone participate. The 
biggest endorsement i can give for 
rushing is the chance it gives you to 
meet more people, especially upper-
classmen. For me, second semester of 
my first year brought with it a plateau 
in regard to meeting new people. For 
some of you, this plateau has already 
occurred—you came here, bonded 
with your hall in whatever dorm you 
live in, met a gazillion people all at 
once, filtered out the majority and 
are now comfortable in your group of 
friends, but aren’t meeting many new 
people.  sound familiar? Well, rush 
week can open the door to meeting 
not only more first years, but also 
more upperclassmen. Another huge 
benefit to rushing is all the insanely 
fun and free activities that you can 
participate in. Remember, the whole 
purpose of rush for a Greek organi-
zation is to impress you and make 
you want to pledge. Whether you’re 
baking cupcakes, going roller-skating 
with a sorority or going bowling with 
a fraternity, you’re guaranteed to have 
a blast.  it is important to remember, 
however, that you may experience 
some pressure from the Greeks to 
pledge their fraternity or sorority, so 
if you are going in to rush week with 
no intention of pledging, beware.
now, once rush week is over, 
and it comes time to pledge your 
favorite fraternity or sorority, there 
are some other things to consider. 
you have met some incredible people 
and may want to continue meeting 
more and, if so, the pledging process 
won’t be the most conducive to your 
goal.  if, however, you’ve met the 
people you set out to meet and want 
to develop more in-depth connec-
tions with them, pledging is most 
certainly the way to go. speaking 
from experience, pledging brought 
me closer to the ten other girls who 
joined the process with me. The bond 
that developed between us during 
the grueling weeks of pledging is one 
that continues on, even now that i’m 
an “independent” again.  of course 
pledging has its downfalls—the 
annoying tasks, the long hours, the 
occasional alienation from the rest 
of campus, etc.—but the result can 
be more than worth it.
once you are initiated into your 
fraternity or sorority, it’s important 
to remember that it’s now your 
responsibility to maintain your inde-
pendence within your organization. 
This may seem like a strange warning, 
but take heed. Don’t forget about the 
people who didn’t pledge, those “in-
dependents” who have waited around 
patiently for the pledging process to 
be over so they can have their friends 
back. balance is key. now go forth, 
first years, and enjoy.
Despite having interned in 
Washing ton for a summer, i ’d 
never been invited to a sleepover 
with a political candidate until i 
got back here to knox County. 
Duane Grassbaugh, Democratic 
nominee for ohio state Represen-
tative in the 90th District, invited 
kenyon students to camp out over-
night at the Mount Vernon Town 
Hall to celebrate the beginning 
of early voting and hopefully get 
some publicity about the process. 
Anyone registered to vote in the 
most populous counties of ohio 
and about 30 other states could 
start voting on oct. 1 right up 
until election Day, which not only 
allows you to avoid the crowds of 
election Day itself but the treach-
erous world of sketchy electronic 
ballots. 
While waiting for the press to 
show up, Grassbaugh, a local dairy 
farmer, lost the game of Hearts we 
played on the steps of Town Hall 
but did spark my interest when he 
asked why the Collegian had not 
yet come knocking at his door. 
“ Usua l ly  i ’ve  b e en inter-
viewed by this time this year,” he 
said. “if so many kids are voting 
in ohio, i’m surprised they’re not 
asking more questions about the 
local elections.”  it suddenly struck 
me: after the long battle fought 
by our homegrown efforts like 
the student Association for Voter 
empowerment (sAVe) to ensure 
the right to vote here in ohio, do 
students really know what’s going 
on in the state? i’m as guilty of 
playing Palin bingo as anyone, but 
i could not until after that game 
of cards tell you exactly what Mr. 
Grassbaugh went up against here 
in knox County. When i went to 
vote early the next week, there was 
the ominous MCCAin-obAMA 
scan-tron bubble, but also there 
were nearly three pages of local 
issues that don’t pop up on my 
New York Times homepage every 
time i check my Gmail. kenyon 
students are smart, but are they 
informed?
Recently Virg inia’s Mont-
gomery County, home to Virginia 
Tech, issued a press release regard-
ing proper protocol for college 
students registering to vote. it 
reads, in part, “The Code of Vir-
ginia states that a student must 
declare a legal residence in order 
to register. A legal residence can 
be either a student’s permanent 
address from home or their current 
college residence.” 
in this year in which historic 
youth voter turnout is anticipated, 
and the Democratic presidential 
candidate has been propelled by 
college students’ support, this is by 
no means an isolated incident. A 
friend of mine from home similarly 
tried to register in his upstate new 
york liberal arts college, where he 
was told by the local county elec-
tion commissioner that “dorms 
are not permanent residences” 
and that he must vote “where his 
parents live.” This is unfortunate 
for him as a singular human being, 
since his divorced parents live in 
boston and new york City re-
spectively, and he, after attending 
public school in Connecticut until 
8th grade, went on to boarding 
school in Rhode island. Where, 
exactly, is he from? 
Technically, “domicile” means 
an individual’s true, fixed and 
permanent home and place of 
habitation; the place where the 
individual intends to remain and 
to which the individual expects 
to return when he leaves without 
intending to establish a new do-
micile elsewhere. but neither i nor 
many of my friends here have any 
sort of clear idea of where i intend 
to be post-graduation, or even 
come spring break. is home where 
my mother lives? Where my father 
lives? Where i spend the spring or 
where i will spend Thanksgiving or 
where i went to kindergarten? or 
is it here, where i have spent four 
years and where i have put down 
perhaps my most emotional roots? 
our homegrown nonprofit group 
sAVe, started after the fiasco of 
the 2004 election to reinforce a 
students right to choose their col-
lege town as their residence on the 
ballot and now maintains an office 
in Washington, D.C. However, 
these ohio ballots, once earned, 
are not merely strategic; they are 
a responsibility. 
even if a true “permanent resi-
dency” no longer exists for many 
college students, once you have 
registered to vote, it is your job to 
actually know what you’re talking 
about. Although i do feel a sense 
of impending doom when i drive 
down to kroger and the McCain 
signs multiply like sarah Palin’s 
offspring, i don’t want to simply 
blacken random bubbles accord-
ing to an “example Democratic 
ballot” lying on the table. i want 
to, as we’ve always been told to 
be, be an informed voter, which 
requires a little extra homework 
on your part. even if you don’t 
have a sleepover at Town Hall, 
you can pick up a Mount Vernon 
News or—gasp!—talk to locals 
themselves. Although our school 
seems tiny, a group of 1800 can 
have significant resonance in a 
district this small, and although 
our usual apathy and disinter-
est in the community makes us 
pretty unpopular, misinformed 
voting will make it much worse. 
Althoug h i  love your obama 
sticker and i will  put up with 
your McCain shirt, did you no-
tice the Zach space and Duane 
Grassbaugh or, if your preference 
is pachydermal, Thom Collier 
and bob ney signs sitting next to 
these items in the Mount Vernon 
headquarters? if you’re going to 
vote here, don’t make it half-assed. 
That way, this election Day, we 
can be in the headlines for more 
than merely waiting in line, but 
for setting a good example.   
by HAnnAH CURRAn
Guest Columnist
set a good example: vote local
every first year wants to know: to rush or not to rush?
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On a warm Saturday afternoon in 
Gambier, as Kenyon students enjoyed 
the temperate weather and attempted 
to get a head start on their homework, 
several students joined members of the 
surrounding area to worship at the 
Catholic Saturday Mass held in the 
Church of the Holy Spirit. 
“I try to go to the Catholic mass 
every Saturday,” said Vivian Buchanan 
’12. “I was raised Catholic and it’s 
a comforting thing to go to church 
here.”
This kind of student interest and 
involvement in religion at Kenyon has 
increased within the past few years, 
according to Marc Bragin, director 
of Hillel and head of the Board of 
Religious and Spiritual Life. 
“In the time I’ve been here, reli-
gion has taken a forefront in students’ 
lives,” said Bragin. “I’ve noticed a shift 
in the willingness to participate.”
This increased interest in religion 
has also manifested itself through Ken-
yon’s religious studies department. 
“A large portion of the student 
body takes classes in the religious 
studies department,” said Professor 
of Religious Studies Miriam Dean-
Otting. “We have a large department 
compared to similar schools.”
Although Kenyon is no longer 
affiliated with the Episcopal Church, 
over 50 percent of students believe 
in God, according to a survey of 340 
students in the class of 2008 conducted 
by the Higher Education Research In-
stitute at the University of California, 
Los Angeles. 
The Board of Religious and 
Spiritual Life at Kenyon was founded 
as a “broadly representative group that 
sponsors programs and encourages 
dialogue,” according to the Kenyon 
Web site. The board is a “conglomer-
ate of faiths, so it’s hard to have unity 
there,” said Jeff Bergeson, a member of 
the Board of Religious and Spiritual 
Life (BRSL) as well as Campus Min-
ister and advisor to the Saturday Night 
Fellowship and Koinonia. 
“We try to be about serving 
the students the best we can,” said 
Bergeson. “We want to 
be a place where 
any student can 
come and have 
their thoughts 
heard.”
T o m 
L e w i s  ’ 0 9 
util ized the 
BR SL to do 
just that. Two 
years ago, he came 
up with an idea after 
having a discussion with his friends 
about religion at Kenyon. Realizing 
that many religions were not being 
adequately represented, Lewis started 
working with the BRSL to create a 
group of spiritual advisors, composed 
of students and staff members, who 
would be available to provide spiritual 
guidance to members of the Kenyon 
community. The program began last 
year. 
“Largely it wasn’t [as much] peo-
ple seeking out advisors as just starting 
spiritual discussion,” Lewis said of the 
program’s role thus far. “It’s about 
building an atmosphere of tolerance, 
acceptance and open exploration.”
Lewis was raised as a Southern 
Baptist, but found himself sur-
rounded by atheist and agnos-
tic hallmates 
during his first 
year. 
“I feel like my 
religion has become 
more universal and 
open,” he said. “Be-
ing able to meet 
people who had 
beliefs that I 
hadn’t encountered before was 
eye-opening.”
Steve Robishaw ’09, a peer 
minister and active member of Can-
terbury, also stresses the importance 
of tolerance in religion. 
“[Canterbury provides] a place 
for people who are interested in Chris-
tian faith to go, and also for those who 
aren’t of the faith to have a place to go 
to,” he said. “We want everybody to feel 
included on campus.”
Canterbury is the Episcopal 
campus ministry and is run by the Har-
court Parish, according to Robishaw. 
Canterbury hosts many events, includ-
ing weekly Tuesday night dinners, and 
works on social justice activities, such 
as the TAP project, where the group 
sold water to benefit United National 
Children’s Fund. But a larger goal en-
compasses these activities and events.
“Canterbury is especially inter-
ested in developing relations with 
students, especially those who are 
having difficulty finding their 
own way,” said Robishaw. 
“It’s all in an effort to 
form friendships and 
see goodness in one 
another.”
A l l  o f  t h e 
events sponsored by 
Canterbury are open 
to any student, even 
those who don’t ascribe 
to the Christian faith. The 
Tuesday night dinners attract 
around 30 to 35 students every week. 
“Canterbury prides itself that 
dinners and events are open, because 
people who want to explore the faith 
can do that, but also people who don’t 
identify with that faith or any faith 
can come and get involved,” Robishaw 
said. 
Another outlet for Christian stu-
dents on campus is the Saturday Night 
Fellowship (SNF), a group that hosts 
Saturday night dinners where members 
worship through prayer and music. 
“[SNF] is a Christian fellowship 
organization, so it’s for the Christian 
community, structured for Christian 
worship,” said Megan Connolly ’09, 
one of the seven leaders of SNF. “Noth-
ing we do is exclusive, but it’s aimed for 
Christians. Ideally we want to create a 
place where everyone in the Christian 
community is comfortable.”
“I think it’s really important to 
come together as a Christian commu-
nity and talk about what we want it 
[the community] to be,” Connolly said. 
“I came to college thinking I would be 
the only Christian there, but I came 
and found an extremely loving and 
passionate community.”
Emily Goldwaser ’09 found a 
similar kind of community at the Ken-
yon Hillel, the Jewish organization on 
campus which hosts a variety of events 
for all members of the Kenyon com-
munity, including a weekly Shabbat 
dinner and service. 
 “ I t ’ s 
been a great 
social facet,” said 
Goldwaser. “I hang 
out with wonderful 
people and we get 
to talk about ways 
to make this 
place better. 
... I want to be 
able to accommodate people of 
all different levels of religion. We do 
our part to create a very comfortable 
atmosphere where people can worship 
as they choose.”
Currently, around 25 to 30 peo-
ple come to the Shabbat services, and 
there are around 30 to 40 people who 
come to the regular Hillel meetings, 
according to Bragin.  
“There has been a much more 
in-depth exploration of facets of Ju-
daism—not just spiritual, but social 
and cultural,” she said. “We have a 
greater interest of non-Jews in finding 
out what [ Judaism] is about. ... This 
is college and a time to explore. [Get-
ting involved in Hillel] has given me a 
strength of knowledge of where I come 
from and what it means to be a Jew.”
Although Tyler Hall ’12 was not 
raised as a Quaker, his experience at 
Quaker schools has spurred an interest 
in the religion. 
“As I got older, I thought it was a 
good faith to follow,” he said. “I don’t 
really consider myself religious, but it’s 
more of a spirituality for me.”
Hall has attended Quaker gather-
ings, which are the Quaker forms of 
religious services, at Kenyon, but the 
turnout has been poor. 
“There are three or four people 
maximum at [the meetings],” he said. 
“There’s not much Quakerism here.”
Quakerism revolves around the 
belief that one must wait for God or 
the inner spirit to speak to them during 
the gatherings. 
“It seems like more people would 
be interested here because [Quaker-
ism] is so open,” Hall said. “There’s a 
lot of bias against organized religion 
here.”
Despite the low level of interest 
in Quakerism, Hall has hopes for the 
Quaker community at Kenyon. 
“I’d like to see [Quakerism at 
Kenyon] develop more,” he said. 
“Hopefully I can stay involved and get 
people interested.”
Kara Pellegrino ’11 is also at-
tempting to generate interest 
throughout the Kenyon 
community in a re-
ligion with few 
campus follow-
ers. Pellegrino 
is one of the 
six members 
of the Bud-
dhist House 
on campus. 
“We’ve 
always wanted 
to have the Zen 
meditation group and 
we wanted a permanent 
place to live that was our own,” she 
said.
The Buddhist House is a suite in 
Caples that hosts guided meditation 
twice a week but also provides the 
community with a place where anyone 
can meditate or practice their religion 
in a safe environment. Although Pel-
legrino doesn’t practice Buddhism as a 
religion, she recognizes the importance 
of meditation.
“Meditation is a really big hit,” she 
said. “With stress and things like that, 
meditation is a thing students would 
want to have available.”
Currently, there are about ten 
people who attend the guided medita-
tion sessions, and more attend events 
that the House helps sponsor, such as 
the meditation led by Norman Fisher, 
a Buddhist from the Zoto-Zen center 
in San Francisco, that occurred in 
September. 
Mohammad Hamad ’10 
and Rauf Prasodjo ’09 are hav-
ing difficulty finding the demo-
graphic to create more opportu-
nities for Muslim 
life on campus. 
“ T h e r e 
aren’t that many 
M u s l i m s  o n 
campus,” Hamad 
said. “I feel bad because I know 
we can get together and spread 
awareness on campus, but it’s 
so difficult because there are 
so few of us.”
The Muslim events on 
campus are limited; the only 
Muslim event held last year 
was the breaking of the fast 
for Ramadan. 
“When we broke the fast 
last year there were around 80 
people,” Prasodjo said. “I felt 
that people wanted to learn 
more about the religion.”
Although Muslim life seems non-
existent here, Prasodjo and Hamad 
were well aware of this fact before 
coming to Kenyon. 
“I already knew Muslim life 
would be challenging here, so [my first] 
year I would try to find people to fast 
and pray with,” Prasodjo said. 
“I feel like especially at Kenyon, 
it’s not a place that’s going to have 
programs,” Hamad said. “I don’t think 
Kenyon really cares about Muslims. 
They need students to spread aware-
ness and step up.”
Bragin, however, is working to 
develop a Department of Religious and 
Spiritual Life within Student Affairs 
that would help provide under-rep-
resented religions, such as Islam, with 
more resources. A department “would 
really show that Kenyon wants to 
step up to help the students,” 
Bragin said. 
T h i s  d e p a r t -
m ent  wou l d 
be housed in a 
building with 
an interfaith 
prayer space as 
well as a library 
of religious texts 
and resources, 
according to Bra-
gin. 
Even without this proposed 
department and with a lack of re-
sources for Muslim life, Hamad is op-
timistic about student involvement in 
religion on campus. 
“I think it’s underestimated, 
the number of religious students on 
campus,” said Hamad. “I think that 
there are a lot of people involved in 
structured religious life, but there’s 
also a spiritual level,” he said. “There 
are quite a few people who practice 
individually.” 
According to Robishaw, “A lot 
of Kenyon students are really inter-
ested in religion, but a lot of people are 
hesitant to practice. There’s a presence 
here, but it may express itself in differ-
ent ways.”
Pellegrino believes that the Ken-
yon community is currently having a 
resurgence in interest in religion. 
“I think religious life on campus 
goes with an ebb and flow,” she said. 
“Hopefully this ebb with stay a little 
longer so to supplant the Buddhist 
House.”
Bergeson and the other 
members of the BRSL are 
working to facilitate this kind 
of interest and ac-
tivity in religious 
life. 
“We’re trying 
to come up with a 
unified statement; 
not a statement of belief, 
but a statement of purpose, 
but it’s difficult with con-
flicting beliefs,” he said. “I 
would love for the BRSL 
to be more recognized and 
utilized. I think there’s a lot 
of openness on campus, but 
I don’t think there’s a lot of 
discussion.”
Lewis stresses the im-
portance of discussion about 
religion at Kenyon, as he 
founded the Spiritual Advis-
ing program to do just that. 
“Inter-religious dialogue has 
become more and more important to 
me,” he said. “In some areas of campus, 
religion is a taboo, but I feel like we 
should be able to discuss it openly. I 
don’t want any student to show up to 
Kenyon and feel like they have to hide 
their spirituality.” 
Religion at Kenyon
By KELLy MCPHARLIN
Staff Wrtier
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Gambier 
Grillin’
Chicago White Sox White Sox !e Cardinals !e Chicago Cubs
I have no idea.
Potassium
Tornadoes Floods
A Tale of Two 
Cities
Chicago White 
Sox.
Tsunamis.
A capybara.
Total Correct Two. !ree. One. Zero.
A possum A big rat?A rat?
Potassium Cadmium No idea.
Wind or something? Wind
All I know is it’s a 
Charles Dickens novel A Tale of Two Cities A Tale of Two Cities No idea.
By Vivian Cherng
What is the world’s 
largest rodent?
Michael Jordan 
brie!y played on what 
baseball team’s minor 
league division?
What natural 
phenomena does the 
Fujita scale measure?
What famous 1859 novel 
begins with the lines “It was 
the best of times, it was the 
worst of times”?
On the periodic table of 
elements, what does the 
symbol “K” stand for?
Potassium.
Mary Suydam
Assistant Professor 
of Religious Studies
Jianhua Bai
Professor of ChineseMichelle Dunavant ’12
Charlie Sayre ’11
Vs
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 20
Faculty: 23
I love living in Morocco. My 
host family treats me like a daugh-
ter and enthusiastically helps me 
learn Arabic; the food is always 
delicious and every Friday we eat 
couscous, one my favorite dishes; 
I go to school in a beautiful build-
ing that, though inconspicuous 
on the outside, could house the 
royal family. There is no visible 
racism, which is remarkable in 
such a diverse society of Arabs, 
Berbers and sub-Saharan African 
immigrants. And, far from what 
I expected, Moroccans love Jews 
and are always happy to tell you 
how Muslims and Jews used to 
live like family—just don’t men-
tion Israel.
For a tourist, it can be easy 
to overlook the myriad problems 
average Moroccans face daily. 
Even living in a modest medina 
dwelling with a family of eight 
children—six of whom, though 
adults, still rely 
f u l ly  on  their 
parents—and a 
retired school-
teacher  father 
a n d  a  m o th er 
who married at 
13 and can bare-
ly read, I sometimes forget the 
reality of Moroccan daily life.
A few statistics: 90 percent 
of children drop out of school be-
fore 11th grade. About 47 percent 
of the population is illiterate. The 
citizen to doctor ratio is 1900 to 
1. Only 60 percent of rural areas 
have access  to  potable  water. 
Fifteen percent of the 34 million 
Moroccans live under the pov-
erty line and minimum wage is 
1800 dirhams—about $224—per 
month. In almost every city or 
town I have visited—Rabat, Fes, 
Meknes, Casa-
blanca, Khou-
ribga, Boujaad 
and even the 
tourist haven 
that  i s  Mar-
rakesh—pov-
erty and lack 
of healthcare are incredibly con-
spicuous. 
Sometimes walking down 
the  stre ets  of  the  R ab at  me -
dina—the walled old city, where 
I l ive—makes me want to run 
back to my sheltered home in 
Scarsdale, and leave only to go to 
my sheltered home in Gambier. 
The medina contrasts completely 
with the grand colonial archi-
tecture and landscaping of the 
government buildings and main 
commercial centers in the capital. 
Every day I pass a mother sitting 
on the ground, one arm holding 
her weak baby girl and the other 
extended to whoever can spare 
a few dirhams .  There are sev-
eral blind beggars who walk the 
streets singing religious songs, 
hoping to elicit empathy from 
their fellow Muslims, unable to 
do anything else. There are many 
people with horribly infected legs 
and feet blown up to ten times 
their normal size; the infection 
has never been treated, despite 
the nominally free/reduced-price 
public healthcare system, which 
sometimes costs whatever bribe 
you are asked to pay.  Some are 
missing one or both legs. A man 
with no arms, just a four-inch 
stub from one shoulder,  sel ls 
water bottles to cars stopped in 
traffic. A student at Mohammad 
V University here told me that 
Moroccan law does not include 
the Qur’anic injunction to cut 
off the hand of a thief because 
then the country would be full 
of unproductive citizens, which 
made me wonder if people miss-
ing arms and legs are perceived 
as drains on society, despite their 
suffering and powerlessness to 
improve their situation.
European tourists flock by 
the busload to the wonders of 
Morocco: tanneries drying and 
dyeing hides using methods un-
changed since the 13th century, 
the spectacular Hassan II Mosque 
built by 10,000 craftsmen and 
3,000 workers in only six years, 
a forest in Azrou full of freely 
roaming Barbar y apes, a blue-
painted city of impossibly steep 
and winding stairs, Chefchaouen. 
But  Moro cco wou ld b e  e ven 
more amazing, more deserving of 
wonder, if average citizens had a 
high enough standard of living to 
enjoy their own country as I do.
BY SARAH FRIEDMAN
News Editor Emerita
Notes from Abroad: Morocco
Student recognizes problems facing Moroccans during her study abroad
For a tourist, it can be 
easy to to overlook the 
myriad problems average 
Moroccans face daily
“ I  s t a y e d  o n 
campus and did 
work.” 
-Allen Bediako ’09
 
“I went shopping 
at Easton and got  
clothes at Forever 
21.”  
- Nikki Kett ’12
“ I  b i k e d  i n t o 
Mount Vernon 
for the first time 
and got my bike 
looked at. Now it 
shi1s properly.”
-Ethan Bernstein ’12
“I sewed little kids 
into their  cos-
tumes on the set of 
a children’s [TV] 
show in Nashville. 
I was a production 
assistant.”
-Danya French 
’11
“I went skydiving 
with four of my 
friends!” 
-Jenny Fitzgerald 
’12
Reading 
Days
SARAH FRIEDMAN
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“The Threepenny Opera,” written 
by Bertolt Brecht and composed by 
Kurt Weill, is not your typical musical. 
The play, which will be performed this 
weekend in the Bolton Theater, focuses 
on a London criminal named Mache-
ath, played by Nick Lerangis ’09, who 
marries Polly Peachum, played by Kate 
Hamilton ’09, and must escape a hang-
ing at the hands of her father, played by 
Jack Dwyer ’12. 
The play, which was first pro-
duced in 1928, was “ahead of its time,” 
musical director Jacob Yandura ’09 said. 
“[‘Threepenny’] broke away from the 
formulaic musical theater pieces of the 
period, which is what is currently hap-
pening in musical theater works being 
written today.” 
Yandura also notes the complexity 
and significance of the music within 
the play. “I learned how specific Kurt 
Weill’s writing is. For example, all but 
two of Weill’s songs in his score are writ-
ten without a key signature … it can be 
argued that [his score] is on the verge 
of atonality. This helps to create the 
world that Macheath [the protagonist] 
and the other characters live in. Like 
Brecht’s libretto, Weill’s score is full of 
musical irony.” 
The challenges associated with the 
music are further complicated by the 
Bolton’s facilities, which are less than ideal 
for a musical. 
“The original orchestrations call for 
a ten to 12 piece orchestra,” said Yandura. 
“However, that sound is far too big for the 
Bolton, especially when the actors have no 
amplification. I had to thin out the orches-
trations and reduce the orchestra to seven 
players. It was challenging, but also a lot of 
fun to reconfigure the orchestrations while 
still maintaining Weill’s tinny sound.”
Associate Professor of Drama Jona-
than Tazewell, the show’s director, agrees 
with Yandura’s assessment of the complex-
ity of the score. 
“Most challenging may be the dif-
ficulty of Kurt Weill’s incredible music,” 
Tazewell said. This does not mean, how-
ever, that the book is simple at all. 
“Brecht, the author, has a very defi-
nite style using his ‘alienation effect,’” ac-
cording to Tazewell, an effect that inhibits 
the audience from totally empathizing 
with the characters onstage, and thus 
allows the spectators to observe actions 
critically. “Incorporating that effectively 
can be a challenge,” said Tazewell. 
Tazewell, who calls the produc-
tion “a great show with a great cast,” did 
have certain difficulties with his actors. 
“Getting nice, smart, charming Kenyon 
students to play beggars and whores can 
be tricky.”
One such student is Lerangis, who 
will play the notorious criminal Macheath, 
or “Mack the Knife.” Lerangis, who will 
also be performing the Kokosingers con-
cert on Friday, spoke about the obstacles 
he faced with starring in “Threepenny.” 
“I haven’t acted in four years, not 
since high school. It’s been a challenge 
trying to get the character, trying to put 
the singing and the acting together … the 
translation is also somewhat dated, and it 
can be hard to get your mouth around.” 
In the midst of two tech weeks, Le-
rangis has his work cut out for him—“I’m 
rehearsing straight from 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 
a.m. this week,” he admits—but said he is 
happy to be a part of the show. 
“I’ve really enjoyed the rehearsals. 
It’s three hours a day of working on some-
thing you love to do.”
Lerangis urged the audience to pay 
attention to the message of “Threepenny” 
when they go see it this weekend. 
“There are some parts that make 
sense even today, especially those about 
economic crises … make sure to pay at-
tention not just to the acting, but the play 
itself,” he said. 
Yandura echoed this statement, 
recommending that spectators “come 
to the show with an open mind—there 
are so many intriguing layers to this 
show.  Brecht and Weill throw a lot at the 
audience to grasp at once.”
“The Threepenny Opera” will be 
performed Thursday, Oct. 16 at 8:00 p.m., 
Friday, Oct. 17 at 8:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
Oct. 18 at 8:00 p.m. in the Bolton Theater. 
Contact the Box Office for tickets.
BY MATT CrOWLeY
Staff Writer
“Threepenny Opera”  looks to delight, enlighten
“The Orphanage” (2007)
Friday, October 17
7:30 p.m., KAC Theater
Laura was a young child when she was adopted. About 30 years later, Laura returns to the place she once 
called home—the orphanage. Accompanied by her husband Carlos and her son Simon, Laura intends to convert 
the place into a home for sick and disabled children. Then she begins to see things—not happy memories from 
her time here, but visions of horrible things that took place in her absence. Stranger still is the fact that Laura’s son, 
Simon, has begun interacting with five imaginary friends. As it appears that the orphanage may be trying to tell 
her something, Laura must fight to maintain her grip on reality in order to find the truth. Hitchcock once said 
that letting the bomb go off in film was bad technique. See this movie, and you’ll know what he meant.
“Peter Pan” (2003)
Saturday, October 18
7:30 p.m., KAC Theater
What if you could be a kid forever? What if you never had to let go of the magical, innocent fun of child-
hood? Wouldn’t it be great? To be a kid—forever? P.J. Hogan’s lavish and thoughtful production of J.M. Barrie’s 
classic fairytale sets itself apart from other incarnations by exploring the titular character’s longing for an escape 
from never-ending boyhood—as well as acknowledging the sensuality between him and Wendy, the 12-year-old 
British girl who decided to trust him. Jason Isaacs, also playing the father, gives a wicked turn as the legendary 
Captain Hook.
         —Clay von Carlowitz
KFS Previews
Intensely ambitious technically, 
stylistically and intellectually, “The 
Trestle at Pope Lick Creek” by Naomi 
Wallace, which was performed at 
Kenyon last weekend, was a chal-
lenge for director, actor and audience 
alike. To have had such a well-done 
production of it—empathetically 
acted and peppered with moments of 
poignancy—is a mark of the strength 
of the College’s drama department. 
Despite a few flaws, Kenyon’s pro-
duction overall rose splendidly to the 
challenges faced by this intense and 
unusual show.
The play focuses on two teenag-
ers, Dalton Chance, played by Japhet 
Balaban ’09, and Pace Creagan, played 
by Kate Armstrong ross ’09. The two 
bond over their desire to face down a 
train on the eponymous trestle and 
their attempt to exert some influence 
in the economically depressed, go-
ing-nowhere world in which they are 
growing up. Going below the trestle 
each day and planning their run across 
gives them an aim in a world that is 
sinking into aimlessness. 
Directed by Knud Adams ’09, 
the production was, as ever, visually 
astounding. With a sparsely decorat-
ed set and a few choice props, Adams 
managed to depict the meagerness 
and isolation of the world the char-
acters inhabit. Within this setting, 
Adams’ actors zoom to all corners 
of the stage, arranging themselves in 
unexpected but aesthetically appeal-
ing ways. 
Adams showed, too, that he is 
not afraid of silences onstage. For 
such a wordy play, many of the most 
arresting moments came without any 
words: Balaban and ross blowing a 
feather back and forth to each other, 
Lewis Barnes ’12 contorting his body 
into his view of what a soul looks like, 
Creagan preparing to dive off the trestle 
as the stage goes dark and the sound of 
a train comes rushing towards us. These 
moments gave texture to the show and 
highlighted one of Adams’ greatest 
strengths as a director.
The strength of the show was also 
evident in the performances, especially 
those of the two leads. ross’ Pace was a 
smart-alecky tomboy who used a gruff 
exterior to mask her insecurities, and 
Balaban’s Dalton alternated between 
a well-meaning naiveté and a deep, sad 
understanding. Both roles were played 
with intelligence—Balaban and ross 
made the small-town troubles of their 
characters, their diminishing surround-
ings and their heightening feelings 
real and important to the audience. 
Though Wallace’s dialogue occasion-
ally slipped into stilted, overly poetic 
prose of a kind one wouldn’t expect 
to hear from a couple of teenagers, or 
indeed from any two real humans who 
weren’t acting in a play, the actors took 
it in stride, and imbued these moments 
with genuineness.
Of particular note is the scene in 
which Dalton and Pace imagine run-
ning the trestle and discuss what would 
happen if one of them fell as the train 
came barreling towards them. This 
scene, which could easily have become 
maudlin, was played with cheerful 
energy. The two mimed running across 
the bridge, Dalton pretended to fall 
and they discussed his body getting 
ripped apart by the train; throughout 
this, the audience was laughing. Simul-
taneously humorous and tragic, this 
scene was one of the most captivating 
of the play. The fact that this scene, 
and other scenes like it, did not insist 
on getting bogged down in its own 
seriousness made those later moments 
of devastating action in the play much 
more forceful. 
The supporting cast also brought 
challenging parts to life. Barnes, as a 
jailor, spent most of his time onstage 
imitating animals and emotionally 
prodding the silent Dalton, hoping to 
get a response. Barnes’ jailor was engag-
ing and intriguing, though his doleful 
demeanor became slightly monotonous 
as the play progressed. The cast also 
included rachel rubenstein ’10 as 
Dalton’s mother, Gin, and Clay von 
Carlowitz ’09 as Dalton’s father, Dray. 
Dray was taciturn, turned inward on 
himself and consumed with shame and 
powerlessness—he pummeled a tub 
of water with nowhere else to take out 
his rage. every syllable von Carlowitz 
uttered was strained, and we saw the 
effort it cost him. Taking a job despite 
dangerous conditions that would 
disfigure her, Gin, too, showed the 
frustration of living in this economi-
cally and emotionally depressed world. 
rubenstein’s Gin was energetic and 
impassioned but seemed oddly out of 
place, removed from other characters 
and their common situation.
“The Trestle at Pope Lick Creek” 
has a lot to say about childhood, about 
family life and, most centrally, about 
impotence—financial, emotional and 
sexual. But with a non-linear narrative, 
lurching forwards and backwards in 
time, a coherent flow of story was all 
but lost. With each blackout, the play 
reset to a new and different situation; 
as an audience member, tracking 
the emotional arc of any character 
is almost impossible. In a literature 
class, the reasons for jumping around 
in time might, after careful analysis, 
become clear, but, in one viewing of 
the show, the choice comes across as 
more confusing than anything else. 
The result is a multitude of beautiful 
and poignant moments, which, echo-
ing the play’s central theme, never left 
us feeling totally satisfied.
BY MATT CrOWLeY
Staff Writer
“Trestle” is a triumph
Jack Dwyer ’12, elisabeth Hofmann ’10 and Kate Hamilton ’09 don Victorian costumes for “Threepenny Opera.” rOxANNe SMITH
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, October 16, 2008Thursday, October 16, 2008Arts Arts10 11
The Kokosingers, Kenyon’s only all-male a cappella group, will be giving their annual 
Fall Concert this Friday during Family Weekend. The concert will mark the college a 
cappella debut of new members Spencer Carlson ’12, Nico Hargreaves-Heald ’12, Joe 
Lerangis ’12 and Cody Shankman ’12. They will be joining returning Kokes Ryan Batie 
’09, Dave Brand ’09, Cole Dachenhaus ’11, Robert Granville ’11, Kevin Holloway ’11, 
Steven Leiser-Mitchell ’10, Nick Lerangis ’09, Vinnie Lu ’10 and Riley Scheid ’11. The 
concert will be held Friday, Oct. 17 at  6:30 p.m. in Rosse Hall Auditorium.              
—Phoebe Hillemann
Kokosingers Fall Concert 
This weekend, the Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble will perform a number 
of stylistically diverse pieces—the cul-
mination of over a month’s hard work 
and dedication.
“We haven’t had much rehearsal 
time—only five weeks,” said Katie 
Woods ’09, “and we’ve been able to 
throw together a lot of music.” Woods 
is a student assistant conductor for the 
Ensemble and will be conducting two 
pieces at the upcoming concert over 
Family Weekend. 
The 65-member ensemble, which 
includes 54 Kenyon students as well 
as professors, staff and community 
members such as Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Bob Milnikel, Professor of 
Anthropology Patricia Urban, Director 
of Special Projects in Enrollment & 
Student Affairs Robin Cash and Publi-
cations Director Dan Laskin, is directed 
by Associate Professor of Music Dane 
Heuchemer. They play mostly grade six 
music, the highest difficulty level on the 
one to six system on which sheet music 
is graded.
“Professor Heuchemer does a great 
job of keeping us on-task and serious 
about making music while not taking 
ourselves too seriously,” said Milnikel, 
who plays bass clarinet for the ensemble. 
“That makes for an atmosphere that is 
productive, collaborative and fun. We 
play a good mix of complex, challeng-
ing pieces and lighter, simpler pieces. 
But the pieces that are light and simple 
for the audience are often deceptively 
difficult, and we take seriously the chal-
lenge of playing the simple music 
beautifully.”  
Milnikel has been playing in bands 
and orchestras every year since he was 
eight years old, and when Heuchemer 
asked him to join the wind ensemble 
in his first year at Kenyon, he “jumped 
at the chance,” and has been with the 
group ever since.
According to Heuchemer, the 
ensemble’s program includes “a fairly 
wide range of compositional techniques 
and approaches,” all from the twentieth 
century, including the folk music of 
Holst, Still and Grainger, the traditional 
band style of Ticheli, and more avant-
garde works by Whitacre and Nelhybel. 
“Probably the most interesting work is 
Whitacre’s ‘Ghost Train,’” Heuchemer 
said, calling it a “tone poem.”  
“The piece is a ghost train arriving 
and leaving,” said Rachel Rosenberg ’10, 
who plays flute in the ensemble. The 
piece features various avant-garde effects 
to mimic the sounds a train makes such 
as “flutes bending pitches in order to sim-
ulate the doppler effect of a train whistle 
as the locomotive passes by the listener,” 
Heuchemer said, and “repetitive phrases 
played by different instruments to sound 
like a train starting up and accelerating,” 
Rosenberg added. 
The program also features Frank 
Ticheli’s “An American Elegy,” which 
honors the victims and survivors of 
the Columbine High School shooting 
and Percy Grainger’s “Shepherd’s Hey’” 
and “Irish Tune from County Derry,” 
which will be conducted by Woods. 
The pieces are “technically separate but 
typically played together,” said Woods. 
“‘Shepherd’s Hey’ is based on a dance, 
it’s a quick piece. The ‘Irish Tune’ is based 
on the song ‘Danny Boy’ and is a slow, 
lyrical piece,” said Woods. 
“My parents are coming to see me 
play,” said Woods, “It’s their first trip up 
for [Family] Weekend.” Many parents 
attend the concert, according to Woods. 
The [Family]Weekend Concert “is 
something we have been doing for about 
eight years now,” said Heuchemer, add-
ing that it “was suggested by a parent of 
an ensemble member … who noted that 
she was unable to travel out more than 
once a year, and she thought it a good 
idea for us to perform during the Family 
Weekend festivities.”  This performance 
is usually the first concert of the year, 
and the program includes many of the 
compositions that will be played on the 
main fall program on Nov. 9.
The Symphonic Wind ensemble 
will give their concert at 2:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 18 in Rosse Hall Audi-
torium.
CLINT MONTEITH
Sam Shepard’s “Fool for Love” 
can be, at times, an awkward play. 
Although the two main characters, 
May and Eddie, seem to solidly 
fit within the story and are ad-
equately developed, the other two 
characters, Martin and the Old 
Man, seem to almost have been 
put in as an afterthought. The play 
portrays a night during which May 
and Eddie confront their feelings 
for each other, immediately after 
Eddie’s return from some unspeci-
fied place. As Martin, May’s date 
for the evening, and the Old Man 
interact with the characters, more 
information about May and Eddie’s 
relationship is divulged to the 
audience.
Unfortunately, Martin is only 
on stage for a fraction of the play, 
acting as a strange buffer between 
May and Eddie for a period and 
vaguely propelling the plot forward 
by eventually drawing the end of 
the story out of May and Eddie. 
The Old Man is by far the strang-
est character in the play, sitting 
on stage for the entire show and 
only occasionally interjecting a 
sentence or two until his closing 
monologue, which is somewhat 
preachy. Even his revelation about 
May and Eddie’s first meeting and 
the true nature of their relationship 
has little effect on the story, or on 
the audience, for that matter. The 
references to Eddie’s supposed af-
fair with a countess are the most 
mystifying of all, as it hardly seems 
believable that a 
countess would 
run into an un-
s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
cowboy, subse-
quently pursue 
anything with 
him and then 
u ltimately  at-
t e m p t  t o  k i l l 
him for appar-
ently leaving her. This plot twist 
would appear to have been put in 
to only fill time, taking a play that 
might have barely cleared an hour 
and turning it into a longer, feature 
production. And this is all ignoring 
the fact that the play is essentially 
an hour and a half of yelling.
Despite all of this, “Fool for 
Love” was intriguing and well done. 
Hannah Fenlon ’09, who played 
May,  and Matt Peck ’09,  who 
played Eddie, both fulfilling part of 
their senior exercises in drama, gave 
excellent performances. Fenlon was 
especially convincing in her role, 
going beyond simple anger, drawing 
on something deeper and continu-
ally hinting at something that the 
audience only discovers at the end 
of the show. Fenlon’s performance 
alone almost completely made 
several of the play’s faults seem in-
significant by drawing the audience 
in and delivering something great. 
Althoug h Pe ck’s  performance 
didn’t completely click with the 
overarching plot 
of the play, he 
complemented 
Fenlon’s charac-
ter well. 
P l a y i n g 
M a r t i n ,  W i l l 
A r b e r y  ‘ 1 1 
also did a good 
job despite his 
character’s lack 
of development.  Starting a little 
awkwardly but easing into the role 
as the show continued, Arbery ful-
filled the requirements of his char-
acter and went beyond as well.  
Playing a character serving as 
a strange narrator of sorts, Chris-
topher Guerrieri ‘09 did the best 
he could. Guerrieri must be given 
credit as well for being able to liter-
ally be on stage for the entire show 
and, despite saying almost noth-
ing for the entire time, staying in 
character and reacting believably to 
the plot unfolding in front of him. 
It’s unfortunate that the Old Man 
character is so poorly thrown in, 
since it seems that Guerrieri could 
definitely have been able to play 
a character that has a bigger and 
more meaningful part in the play.
Jessica Radowitz ’09, also ful-
filling part of her senior exercise in 
drama, had a formidable challenge 
in directing this play. There are 
many directions that Radowitz 
could have taken while directing 
this play, since its complex themes 
can make it challenging to view in 
a larger sense as a director. 
Also limiting is the setting , 
which is a single hotel room. The 
scenery itself was well executed 
within the production. The sparse 
props and simple background 
curtain went well with the play 
and were more believable than 
four walls would have been, since 
such an elaborate construction 
may have overshadowed the rest of 
the performance. Placing the Old 
Man in such a setting proved to be 
By MATT COLBURN
Staff Writer
Wind Ensemble to give 
Family Weekend concert
By BEN MCMILLAN
Staff Writer
Thoughtful performances make “Fool” a success
difficult, and even though he was 
illuminated by an eerie blue light, it 
was a little unclear as to whether he 
was actually going to play an active 
role within the room and within the 
play for the first few minutes of the 
play, which was slightly distracting. 
Despite this, Radowitz was able to 
effectively separate the Old Man 
from the rest of the scene, and 
ultimately draw the characters and 
setting together, although the final 
result is not as believable as the au-
dience may have wanted it to be.  
Working with a complicated 
and often problematic script, Ra-
dowitz and her talented cast were 
ultimately able to give great per-
formances and put on a believable 
production.
Radowitz and her 
talented cast were 
ultimately able to ... 
put on a believable 
production.
Thursday, October 16, 2008 | Page 12
Lords Football
Saturday Oct. 18 at 1:00 p.m.
McBride Field
The Lords host Oberlin College 
Ladies Soccer
Saturday Oct. 18 at 1:00 p.m.
Mavec Field
The Ladies host Hiram College
Collegian Weekend Sports Picks  Illustrations by Ellie Jabbour Weekend Weather
Mostly Sunny
60° / 36°
FridaySportS Mostly Sunny60° / 30°
Saturday Mostly Sunny
64° / 38°
Sunday
The Kenyon Collegian
Write for 
The Collegian
e-mail 
collegian@ 
kenyon.edu
“Young and hungry”:
Lords golf shoots for par
BY aLExandra kIrSCH
Staff Writer
The kenyon Col leg e  g olf 
team recently wrapped up its fall 
season. as winter approaches, 
they continue to practice and 
prepare for the upcoming spring 
session that will begin in March 
of 2009.
at the collegiate level, golf 
is a two-season sport which has 
tournaments and championships 
during both fall and spring. The 
team, however, practices as long 
as  weather  permits  and of ten 
takes advantage of indoor driving 
ranges or nets during the winter 
months. The team practices at the 
apple Valley Golf Course, which 
is about 15 minutes away from 
campus. They also plan to host 
the kenyon College Invitational 
there in March.
T h e  2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9  s e a s o n 
opened for the Lords in Gran-
ville, Ohio as denison University 
hosted the denison University 
Classic, a 36-hole tournament that 
spanned two days of golfing. The 
Lords posted a 313-stroke finish 
on the first day, earning them 10th 
place at the half way point. The 
second day proved more challeng-
ing, as the team posted 329 strokes 
and fel l  to a solid 13th place. 
Their total score of 329 strokes 
was better than any score posted 
by the previous year’s team at a 
36-hole tournament, showing the 
team’s great improvement.
The second competition for 
the Lords’  fa l l  season was the 
Oberlin College Fall Invitational, 
hosted by Oberlin. This was the 
second of four tournaments that 
occur as part of the north Coast 
athletic Conference Champion-
ship series each year. The Lords 
managed a good seventh place 
finish at the two-day series. They 
posted 331 strokes on the first 
and 322 strokes on the second 
allowing for their highest finish 
of the season.
Individua l  team memb ers 
have been standing out as well. at 
the denison Classic, dan diren-
feld ’09 garnered a 14th place in-
dividually with a final score of 150 
strokes. at the Oberlin Open, Jack 
Marra ’12 recorded a total score 
of 160 strokes, while direnfeld 
posted a 162-stroke finish.
The current head coach, russ 
Geiger, was hired two seasons ago, 
and since then, the team has con-
tinually grown and improved in 
their standings and season records 
with each successive year. as the 
roster has grown, so has potential 
and opportunity. 
“The team, as of right now, 
has a lot of potential and a lot of 
talent,” said Marra. “For the most 
part, the golf team is currently 
in the phase of rebuilding ; the 
majority of the team consists of 
young and hungry [first years]. 
There are five [first years] on the 
team, and the minimum number 
of golfers needed to compete in 
events is four.”
The Lords are a division III 
team participating in the north 
Coast athletic Conference. The 
nCaC is one of the premier golf 
conferences  with the member 
schools capturing two national 
championships and 26 top-five 
nCaa finishes over the last 30 
years. The Lords have made it to 
the national tournament twice 
in their  histor y.  In 1977,  the 
team placed 18th at the nCaa 
Championship, and in 1989, the 
Lords placed 19th at the Cham-
pionship.
The Lords will be beginning 
their spring season with the ken-
yon College Invitational on March 
27. The will participate in five 
tournaments over the season at 
denison, Ohio Wesleyan, Wabash, 
Wooster and ending their season 
at allegheny College in May.
BY kaLI GrEFF
Sports Editor
as a four-year g oalkeeper 
and team captain for the Ladies 
field hockey team and an interna-
tional studies major and history 
minor, senior karen Thompson 
has made a name for herself here 
at kenyon College. She continues 
to build her legacy, especially with 
a most impressive recent addi-
tion: she is now the new holder of 
kenyon’s record for shutouts for a 
goalkeeper in a four-year period. 
Even though Thompson considers 
this acknowledgement “quite an 
honor,” breaking records is not her 
top priority.
“In terms of the record, I’m 
not really thinking about that 
because the most important thing 
is to be winning the conference 
games in my mind,” she said. “So 
what I focus on is playing person-
ally well and that might not mean 
I get a shutout.”
Last Tuesday, Oct. 7, in their 
second face-off  of  the season 
against Oberlin College, the Ladies 
stomped the Yeowomen 9-0. Prior 
to this latest shutout for the Ladies, 
Thompson had tied the record for 
career shutouts at 22 shutouts.
With this victory, however, 
she sailed over the bar set previ-
ously by Virginia deely ’82 and 
Cathie Herrick ’89 with her three-
save performance, bringing her cur-
rent standing up to an impressive 
23 shutout games spanning her 
four years as a Ladies’ field hockey 
player.
Thompson, despite her nota-
ble accomplishments as the heart of 
the defense, attributes much of her 
success to her teammates, especially 
her defenders.
“a few of the shutouts already 
this year have been a result of the 
fact that my defense have played 
amazingly, and I haven’t gotten any 
action, so it’s been easy,” Thompson 
said. “a lot of emphasis has been 
put on that recently, but that record 
is kind of silly because it’s such a 
result of the whole team playing 
really well for the past three years 
and me being lucky enough to play 
with them.”
Thompson and the team are 
now focused on pressing forward 
and bettering their overall record 
in the league to 6-1 against Ohio 
Wesleyan University at home today, 
Oct. 16, at 4:30 p.m. The Ladies 
also strive for a lengthy post-season 
this year.
“[We] obviously [want to] win 
our tournament again and make it 
to the nCaas and hopefully get 
a little bit farther than last year,” 
Thompson said. “[These are] all 
very possible goals.”
Player Profile: karen Thompson
kaLI GrEFF
CLInT MOnTEITH
Going into October reading days this past weekend, the Lords soccer team’s thoughts weren’t on 
the upcoming relaxing days ahead. On Wednesday, Oct. 8, the Lords kicked off what proved to be a 
trying match on both sides, hosting Ohio Wesleyan University at home.
after Ohio Wesleyan successfully sunk the first and only goal of the first half, kenyon came out 
after halftime with a newfound offensive push. Felix Hoffmann ’11 set the pace for the Lords early in 
the second half, capitalizing on a penalty shot and tying the score at one apiece during minute 49. 
The Lords, despite controlling the ball on Ohio Wesleyan’s side of the field for the majority of the 
second half, were unable to protect the net from all attacks. OWU scored once more to seal the deal 
to spell defeat for kenyon. This 2-1 loss soiled the Lords’ flawless north Coast atlantic Conference 
record, bringing them to 3-1 in the conference.
On Saturday, Oct. 11, the Lords traveled to trounce the Hiram College Terriers on their territory, 
3-0. among the scorers of the day were Miguel Barrera ’11, contributing one goal, and andy Statler 
’10, who chipped in one of his own.
next the Lords measure themselves up next to undefeated Wittenberg University this Saturday, 
Oct. 18 at home, which will prove to a key match-up in the nCaC race.
—Kali Greff
Lords Soccer
